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A Ditlogne between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times? 








Cucldap, Julp the 4th. 1682. 





Fat. "3 ELL, Brother Earnef, if you 
; can thift your humour, I fhould 
e’en be glad to exchange Parts 


with you; for the mad Follies 
of this London Town have caft me intoa Fit of 
Melancholy. 
y Earn, Prethee, what’s the matter all of a fud- 

n? 

. Feft. Befide that by my, natural Temper I have 
an Averfion to Noife, and Hurry and Tumult; I 
was tother day at a famous True-Proteftant Cof- 
fee-houfe, where after a world of politick Dif- 
courfe concerning Sheriffs which pafs’d on both 
fides of the Table, one who appear’d to be the 
principal Wit and Speaker of the Company, ha- 
ving, with a Nod and a'Leer audibly uttered this 
concluding fage Sentence, Say no more, all jour mi- 
Series are: like to come from the North ; he prefently 
f{nigger’d fo immoderately by way of bidding a 
Laugh in, laud and- praife of that wretched 
Quibble, and the reft thereupon fell a tittering fo 
apifhly, that 1 proteft it has made me fad ever 
fince to think that. his Majefty fhould have fuch ful- 
fom Fops within his Dominions. 

Earn. If this be all, be merry fill, Ne’r trouble 
your heads with the Fools or the Knaves; and 
for the honeft men, I can:affure you, all things will 
go well on. their fides. 

Feft.. For, the Love of me make that out, and 
I fhall be my {elf again. 

Earn. Why, thus then. His Majefty, God blefs 
him, is refolv’d to be King;; the Laws are alive,and 
their Penalties ftill quick and pungent : My Lord 
Mayor is a Perfon fteadily loyal by Principle, not 
by Chance; who offers up a folemn Prayer for 
the Kingytwice, to thedrinking his Health once ; 
who affects not to talk great things, but does’em;5 
and who is too wife and couragious to be either 
terrified. or wheadled by the Faction. In all this 
the greater Number of the Aldermen are his Bre- 
thren, and Mr. Sheriff Ele& is not to be cor- 
xupted by the proffer of 4000 Guinies. 

Feft. Indeed, I have heard that a Tempter did 
appear to that worthy Gentleman, and would 
have practifed with him about that bufinefs, but 
Mr. Sheriff-to his immortal honour, renounc’d 
him and all his works. 

Earn. Well then, now that the Prizes of Ho- 
nour and Confcience are raifed fo higti, I hope all 








men will value themfelves upon ’em. 

Fe. Ican’t tell that. But I wonder what is 
meant by all this Buftle and Do? 

Earn, Why, the Caufe you muft know, is.at 
prefent in a Paroxy{m; it twitches and fetches and 
tugs, and when this Convulfion is over the Party 
are defperately afraid fhe will not be able to fand 
upon her Legs. 

Jet. The Commodities you fpcke of , have 
been underfold of late, or I’m mifinform’d.' But is 
there any way found out of getting fo wuch 
Money by a Sheriffalty, that a man may be a faver, 
though he make over his Soul to the Devil for the 
Office. 

Earn. The Squire is the ‘beft able to anfwer 
that, it will appear upon the Balance of his. Ac- 
count. But Sheriffs, you know well enough, ap- 
point Juries; and feme great men, to whom the 
little people are but Jobbers, have rendsed them- 


felyes fo obnoxious to Juitice, that unlefS. they 


are fure of a Sheriff that can predettinate a) Jury 
of whofe favourable Verdiéts he may be confi- 
dent, their Necks will be perpetually aking from 
the. tormenting Profpect of a Pillory or. Hal- 
ter. 3 

Jet. This then may be the true reafon why 
they tug’d fo briskly Pother day : for though the 
generality of this. warm Rout might be as much 
affured of Pardon upon Submitlion as that his 
Majefty would not make every Sign-Poft in the 
City a Gibbet; yet. Some of the Ring-leaders 
who have of late fo boldly grappl’d the Govern- 
ment, having fin’d themfelves beyond all hope of 
Mercy are for engaging as'many as they can in 
the like guilt, that fo an A@ of Grace may be more 
neceflary and more calily procur’d; or elfe. the 
United Proteftants may, one and all, be tied up 
like a Rope of Onions. 

Earn. That was the Cafe of fome Clowns of St. 
Albans, who had affociated and rebell’d. for the 
Liberty of the Subjed and the power of godlineff,, as 
my Author faysthey pretended ; but fays he, Thefé 
Fiends who would go for Saints and the only good 
Patriots, committed the Adis of Thieves and Mur 
therers, neither reverencing Religion nor Laws. They 
burcher’d, plunder’d, and abufed all that oppofed 
’em in theis Difloyalty, and nothing would fa- 


- tise ’emat laft but a Charter (forfooth ) to bear 


’em out in their Rogieries. After all the Con- 
ceffions 





1 Sip picher the King or Abbat could make, 
i I] more to demand. Till at laft being 


by fome fucceffes of the Loyal Gentry a little . 
humbled, the King -fent a” Commiffion, of Oyer } 


and Terminer to ’etn by one Sir Walter Ley and 
others, which frighted *em miferably, who upon 


his coming charges, ( fays the Hiftorian ) 2 Fury,’ 


to be made ready the next morning , and make what 
D ifcouery they cam, and gives the people leave to depart. 
Towiaids night be fends for the Fury to bis Chamber, 
intending to have apprebended the Lieutenants, by 


the affitance of the Fury, without any noife. Thefe 


good men and true know nothing, it was the cafe of 
their fellows in mifchicf , and might be their own. 
They anfwer in a plain 1GNORAM US, they 
can indiGt no ‘man, acchfe no man. Amongst all the 
founder of thefe Swine} there was not one who bad 
been faithlef and difloyal to bis natural Liege Lord, 
not one breaker of bik’ péace , not one who could appear 
{p to them. pA 

Jot. Then I find Ignoramus- Furies have been 
herctofore ufed in Seditions ; But did this do their 
bufinefs ? How came they off at lah? 

Earn. Why, the Law you know, has leaden 
Feet, but Iron hands. Juftice found out two or 
three of the Ring-leaders, who by other honefter 
Juries were found ‘guilty, and received the pu- 
nifhment of Traitors. The leffer Whiglets by the 
Kings mercy efcaped. 

eft. For ought I kaow, your Story may -be 
as applicable to our times in its Event, as in any 
other part. ; 

Earn. As for impudent Falfhood , I think the 
prefent Whigs formewhat out-do the former.) f 
know one Patty, a {tarch’d’ piece of Formality, 
that walks ye as gravely and gingerly with the 
Proteftant Intereft upon his (houlders, as a Milk- 
maid with her Pail upon her head, who with un 
fpeakable Eloquence and Ceremony (of which‘he 
mif-takes himfelf to bea great Malter) having 
made ‘his Haviours, pull’d down the Fore-top of 
his Peruke, and ftroak’d his Chin, according to 
Roles at laft, whether he was ask’d or no, an- 
{wered and faid to this purpefe, May it pleafe 
your T kuow' you love Truth, I foall fpeak, no- 
thing but Trusb, avd much more'concerning Truth 
and yet all chis was but the Introduction to a great 
Swinger. 

Fe. So Gufinan was ferv’d by his Inn-keeper, 
who gave him a piece of a young Mule inftead 
of Veal, and yet juft like your Putty, he madea 
Speech-too, Bleffed be that unfpotted Purity of the 
Virgin Mary (quoth he ) that though I am 
Lut a’ poor man, yet I thank God for it, there are 
no deceitful tricks in my houfe. Every thing bere is 
fold for the thing it iss no Cats for Conies, nor Mules- 
flefh for Veai , a Clear Confcience is that will carry 
a man through thick and thin. And yet notwith- 


ftanding all this Speech, the Travellers Cloak be- 
ing ftoln by him, and he feeking about for it, 
comes #@ aBack-room, whigte tag finds the Skin 
and Gide he news kits which he had 
eafen for Yeales , This wag) te Integer vite fcele- 
ri{que purus, {o unfpotted in his Life and Confci- 
ence, and fo free from ill dealing. 

Earn. And in my cafe, the man that would 
fpeak, nothing but Truth , jovcdim Heay€it? \ 

Fett. How loudly foever the Whigs clamour 
againit Popery, you find ’em generally bear their 
teitimony to the Do@rines, the ufeful Doctrines 
of: Equivocation and Rebellion, as held forth in 
as Sheriffs Cafe and the Life of the Apatate Fun 
1a’. 

Earn. Tis bruited that the Authokfoffhe kiter 
is a Clergy-mian of the Chich of Bald 

Tet. Very fine in troth,’ to fob @ FoMafon upon 
us; under the Notion’ of @ Church of England- 
man;' 2 Fellow that itands in conteiniet of ‘the 
Church-cenfures for difobedience to her Canons, 
and if not afham’d to ‘bé deemd the‘ Author of 
that lewd Libel again’ Chriitianity it felf; a Fop 
that by fharhing his Fluition ftands difown’d by 
all the honeit’ Clergy, ‘atid has no birter'prerence 
to the déniomination of 4° Ohurch-nhatt than his 
wearing a Gown and 4 Caffetk. 7 ten 

Earn, Let*em take him to thémfélves then fay 
f, and with him fome ‘others of his Cloch,, that 
fhall be namelcts, till they further proVoke’ me'td 
expofe “em, and with them a rotind ‘patted of 
thefe Laity who batt themfclves Sots of the 
Church while they fight @gain@ heb Por chére. 
are a fort of men, let me tell ye who tof having 
Religion cnomgh to entaige "tim to frequéac, either 
Church or Conventicle; dut'of Prindipfe, ate tttis 
willing to be at any ¢xtrabrdinary Chatee to'se 
void the imputation ‘df’ Atheifn “4nd chofe 
arc often {ecn within thef Parifh Churth; and ver 
are no more Church of’ England-men ‘than the 
Buntam Armbaffadour.’ * W 21 JUY 

Felt. Well, 1 hope’ Fthtatl meet fome of ’en te 
morrow at Guild-Hall, and hear’’ent,'’as‘they di® 
other day, fhout at God fave the Sheriffs, im oppo- 
fition to God fave the King. ° . Bd 
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His x to give notice’to Sqnire Ketch ‘oy ‘any oe 

ther of bis Profeffion, that therts'@ parcek of 
Ground not far without Alder{gate, whith ‘ib fort 
merly plow’d up with Goach-wheels, bit ‘big for fome 
time lain fallow 5 the Soil is very proper to be planted 
with one of bis'dry Trees. eas 
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